DIARY DATES
Wednesday
Friday
Thursday

March
March
March

13
15
21

Saturday
Monday
Tuesday

March
March
March

23
25
26

Governing Council Meeting
School Fees due
Harmony Day
Social Media & Your Child Session
World Earth Hour
Pupil Free Day
Social Media & Your Child Session

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

TONIGHT!
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Term 1, Week 7, March 13th, 2013

Starting School
Starting school is an exciting time for families and children as they enter school for the first
time. From 2014, South Australia will join all the other states in having all new receptions start
on the same first day. This guarantees that every child receives four terms of reception before
they go on to the rest of their primary schooling.
If your child turns five before 1st May 2014 they will start school on the first day of Term 1. If
your child turns five on or after 1st May they will start school on the first day of term one the
following year.
So that we can arrange appropriate staffing levels and transition arrangements for 2014, it is
important that parents enrol their children as soon as possible. Please note that in addition to
proof of residence we will also need to sight proof of the child’s date of birth eg. birth certificate or passport.
Parent Teacher Interviews / Acquaintance Evening
Thank you to all parents who have taken the opportunity to meet their child’s class teacher
at the parent interviews and acquaintance evening. This year we have received more
requests than in previous years for separated parents to have separate interviews. Where
possible we ask that both parents attend the interview when it is scheduled during the
interview week. However we do realise that this is not always possible, nor appropriate. In
that case parents are asked to contact the school so that we can schedule at a different
time, although this may be later in the term.
Change to the School Day
As the majority of responses will decide whether or not this will go ahead it is important that we receive as many
responses as possible. One question which has arisen which needs clarification is whether the proposal reduces the
learning time. We currently have 1600 minutes of instruction per week, and the new proposal retains this. The time
has been taken from the lunch period and prior to school.
Easter Break
Governing Councils have the authority to approve schools finishing an hour earlier prior to Easter
and the end of term. Therefore school will finish for Easter on Thursday 28th March at 2.30pm
and for the end of Term 1 at 2.30pm on Friday 12th April.
Newsletter By email
We hope to have our emailing of newsletters back on track soon, but until that time, please keep in mind that the
newsletter can be found on the school webpage. www.reidyprks.sa.edu.au We are distributing paper copies to all
families until we are in email mode once more. Thank you for your patience.
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Pupil Free Days
Schools have been granted four Pupil Free Days per year for training and development of
staff in the Australian Curriculum. We have one scheduled for Monday 25th March and the
second for day 1 Term 2, 29th April.
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Updating Your Details
Do you remember the last time you updated your details with the school’s Front Office? Has any of your important
information changed, such as home or mobile phone numbers, work details, address, emergency contact information.
We often are unable to contact families of unwell children who are then forced to wait in the sickroom for lengthy
periods. It is vital that we are able to contact you for health or school related queries and most importantly, in an
emergency situation. If you think your contact details may need updating, please contact the office staff as soon as
possible.
Equally important is maintaining your child’s medical information. Any changes to health conditions, medication,
health care or action plans MUST be communicated to the school’s Front Office so that your child’s details can be
updated.
Jamie Jones
Admin Officer
Finance Reminders
For parents paying school fees by instalment, thankyou for your regular payments. For those who have not
organised instalment payments, full payment of school fees are due this Friday, 15 March.
Gay Brooker
Finance Officer
Canteen News
After a few hiccups, you will now find a copy of the Canteen Price List online at the school webpage.
We apologise for the delay. www.reidyprkps.sa.edu.au Keep your eyes open for our orange food next
week during Harmony celebrations.
Jeanie Clark
Canteen Manager

Christian Pastoral Support
Josie Phillips
C. P. S. Worker

A Message From Josie
‘Don’t give up speaking life because someone else told you to be realistic’
Bev Murrill

Positive Tracker Awards
The latest recipients of our Positive Tracker Awards are Tayla Rothall and Angela McDonough
who both made an effort for our school and the environment by picking up rubbish in the
school yard without even being asked to do so. Well done girls! These two were lucky enough
to be drawn from a handful of nominees and have been rewarded for their efforts. Keep up
the good work everyone!
Golden Dustpan Award
Congratulations again to Mr Clayfield & Miss Di Biase’s classes who have won the award twice in a
row. They will share temporary ownership of the trophy (a golden dustpan and brush) until it is
awarded again at our next assembly. O.K. everyone, let’s aim to win it too!
Reception Orientation Day
Today saw the first visit of our new reception children to start term 2 in Rooms 16, 24 and 25.
We had 14 very excited children and some apprehensive parents. These orientation visits will continue Wednesdays
for the next 4 weeks, as the children ready themselves for their school life. If you see them or their parents, please
make them feel welcome.

Australian Champion
Our school community would like to congratulate our very own Australian Champion Connor Prior.
After attending the recent Australian National JKF Titles in Brisbane, Connor placed 1st in Kumite
(fights) and 2nd in Kata (forms) to be placed top of the ladder and named Australian Champion for
his age group. He is now off to Japan in July to the World Championships. Well done, Connor and
good luck. We are very proud of you!
The Potter family also achieved great results in their Karate endeavours in Brisbane.
Against competitors from Australian, Canada, New Zealand and Japan, Mitchell finished 2nd (a silver
medal) in his Kumite division and is also eligible to travel to Japan in 2014. Madeleine also fought
hard to gain some personal bests. WOW!
Triathlon Winners
Again congratulations must go to more students who at the recent Beachport triathlon competition, showed their
prowess covering a 50m swim (in choppy conditions), 2.4km bike ride and 500m run. Well done to Henry Muller,
winner of the 8 - 10 years boys and Ruby Hickman, winner of the 11 - 13 years girls backing her win of 2012. PHEW!
Interschool Swimming Competition
At the interschool swimming carnival held on 21st February, Reidy Park was well represented by 7 students who all
achieved fantastic results. In a list of 10 schools, Reidy was placed second after all events. The major achievements
for the day included Archie Muller and Lucie Whitworth with 4 first placing's each, Sarah Cavanagh with 3 firsts and 1
second, Ruby Hickman with 1 third and 2 fourths and Katie Whitworth with 1 third. Super effort team!
L. A. P.
Our LAP program (Learning Assistance Program) is in full swing and it is great to see our participants already
flourishing. We have 7 parent volunteers and would always welcome more if you or even a grandparent is interested
in joining in. If you are interested in joining this very rewarding experience, please contact the school and your
interest will be acknowledged.
Sue Mouat
L. A. P. Coordinator
Harmony Day; ‘Many Stories - One Australia’
Wednesday 20th March is ‘Harmony Day’ and we would like to invite you all to celebrate
with us.
The message of Harmony Day is Everyone Belongs. We come from many countries
around the world and our school will be celebrating our diversity at assembly by showcasing
songs and dances inspired by different countries.
Please join us by wearing predominantly orange and white and attending our whole school
assembly at 12:15pm in the Hall.
Renee Stilo
Student Wellbeing Coordinator
Social Media & Your Child
Our school library will be hosting parent information sessions to raise awareness about Social
Media and your child. Brevet Sergeant Marita Halpin and Senior Sergeant Tracy McAdam from
SA Police will address issues to raise awareness about Social Media, particularly Facebook, and
eCrimes. We will have two sessions, one of which will be held on the evening of Thursday 21st
March at 6.30pm and the morning of Tuesday 26th March at 9:15am.
Rikki Helps
Coordinator of I. C. T., Innovation & Engagement

27-2-13
Our Tour Around The School In History
On Tuesday we went to the Reidy Centre. Miss
Wright told us where every thing used to be. My
classroom used to be monkey bars, the Hub was a
library, the Library used to be a bike shed, chicken shed, tractor shed. Miss Wright said that they
used to have assembly on the hot ground. I liked
the crook story. We are learning all about our

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Playgroup S. A. - ‘PlayConnect’
Come along to Play Connect in Mt Gambier and have fun, connect with other families, find information on Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), ASD resources and enjoy specific, quality play experiences.
Play Connect is a fun, weekly facilitated playgroup for children with ASD or ASD like symptoms
and their entire families. A diagnosis is not required for families to attend. Sessions are held
every Monday from 10:00 - 12:00 during school terms at Mulga Street CC with no cost to families. To register your interest phone 1800 171 882.
School Holiday Aqua Program
Commencing Monday 15th April to Friday 19th April at ‘Swimskool’, Keegan Street
from 10:00 - 12:00 for ages 5 years + with swimming and water
experience. With a qualified instructor, your child will experience lots of fun activities, basic survival training while keeping active and healthy. Sessions are $20 per
child. A healthy morning tea and drink are included. To enrol in this program contact ’Swimskool’ on 08 8723 2460.
World Earth Hour
Will you be joining the global community to protect the planet? Turn your lights off for one hour
in support and plan some wonderful activities with your children to do by
candle and torch light on Saturday 23rd March during Earth Hour. Try Torch Tag or Hide-AndSeek. Make shadow puppets or just tell ghost stories. Make it an opportunity to turn everything
off and have some good, old fashioned fun.

27-2-13
Our Tour Around The School And The Reidy Park Centre
On Tuesday we went on a tour with Mrs Hutchesson and Mrs McKenzie. I liked the part about the dungeon. It
was cool about the prisoner and how he escaped. I liked the Reidy Park Centre. It was really cool. It was
amazing but I feel sad that some Reidy kids died. I found out that my
classroom used to be a playground.
Rylee

