
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers,                   Term 1, Week 9, March 27th, 2013 
 
Change of School Day 
You would all have received a special notice informing you of the result of our consultation regarding the change to 
the school day.  From Tuesday 30th April when the students return to school, all students will be expected to be in 
school when the first bell rings at 8:45am.  The dismissal time will change to 3:15pm.  The students who currently 
catch Bus No. 3, at 3:50pm will be able to catch Bus No. 2 which leaves at 3:32pm.  Students who catch Bus No. 1 
which leaves at 3:49, will remain in the yard with the teacher who is on playground duty. 
We understand that some parents will not be able to collect their child(ren) until the time they do now, due to kindy 
pick ups, work rosters etc.  If a student cannot be collected until closer to 4:00pm or after, then we ask parents to 
make alternative arrangements or use the O.S.H.C. Service here at the school. 
 
 
Newsletters / Communication 
Our Newsletter is the main form of communication between the school and home.  Included in the newsletter is 
information not only about programs and special events, but also information about Pupil Free Days, early closures, 
enrolments etc.  The newsletters are sent home fortnightly and also placed on our school website.  It is vital that 
parents read the newsletter and make note of any changes which may affect their child.   
We had a number of children who arrived at school on Monday, even though there was a Pupil 
Free Day and staff were attending training off-site.  No Front Office Staff were in attendance and 
it was fortunate that we had a staff member here who was able to contact parents. 
This Thursday is the day before Easter and in line with all other Mt Gambier schools, 

we are closing an hour early at 2:30pm. 
 

 
Australian Curriculum 
Schools in South Australia have been granted four Pupil Free Days each year until 2017 for 
staff Training and Development in the Australian Curriculum.  On Monday, the first of these 
was held.  We joined with our cluster schools for training with Ann Baker, an expert in maths.  
On  Monday 29th April, we will be working again with our cluster on History and the 
Australian Curriculum 
 

 
Cybersafety Parent Sessions 

Our world is constantly changing and technology moves on, almost as we sleep.  With these changes, our children 
have access to a world outside the safety of the family unit.  Their mobiles, ipods and computers enable them to 
move in other worlds.  This is not without risks.  Two very successful sessions have been held at our school, run in 
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collaboration with our local Police, to highlight the potential risks of Social media to children of all ages.  After 
watching a very confronting video which showed how quickly a ‘joke’ can turn into severe bullying and also a criminal 
offence, the officers fielded many questions.  Topics included pornography, security settings, parental control over 
online activities and where to get advice.  For more information about these issues, we encourage you to go to 
www.cybersmart.gov.au.  And if you would like to see this session repeated, please contact 
Rikki.Helps111@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

 
 
BARB MUNT      LESLEY OKHOLM             ANDREW BONE 
PRINCIPAL      DEPUTY PRINCIPAL    ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Canteen News 
The canteen continues to run at a frantic pace due to the lack of volunteers but still, the environment 
remains positive for the children and they are very patient as they wait to be served.  We would love 
some assistance by any parent or grandparent who is willing to spend an hour or two any day.  It does 
not need to be a regular time slot as even a once off would be appreciated, especially Fridays (the 
busiest days) between 12 noon and 2:00pm.  If you or someone you know would like to volunteer, 
please contact the Canteen.  As parents, you all have the work experience, just bring a smile. 
Jeanie Clark 
Canteen Manager 

 

Positive Tracker Awards 
The latest recipients of our Positive Tracker Awards are Madeleine Potter for her genuine 
honesty and new child to the school, Brodie Moulton for his fantastic initiative in picking up 
equipment that did not belong to him. What wonderful qualities these two have shown.  Being 
drawn from a handful of nominees and receiving rewards for their efforts is a bonus.  Keep up 
the good work everyone! 

Year 7 Camp 
This term the year 6/7 students have been studying a unit on ‘Civics and Citizenship’ 
focussing on Government and Democracy.  With this in mind our year 7 students will be 
traveling to Canberra from April 2nd to April 6th for an educational tour of the national 
capital.  While on this tour they will participate in a variety of educational programmes 
focused on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy.  It is hoped that students 
will gain a deeper understanding of how all of this works.  All participants will have the 
opportunity to visit the National Museum, War Memorial, Questacon, Australian Institute of 
Sport and the National Gallery of Australia. 
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to 
visit their National Capital as part of their civics and citizenship education.  To assist you (the parent) in meeting the 
cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $60.00 per eligible student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate programme toward the travel expenses incurred.  This contribution will be 
paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 
Parents of campers are reminded that the exact time of our arrival home will be difficult to determine.  

We therefore we require you to complete the tear off slip your child brought home recently with your 
mobile number, to ensure you receive the text informing you of our estimated time of arrival. 

 
 

Christian Pastoral Support 
Josie Phillips 
C. P. S. Worker 
 
 
SA Public Teaching Awards  -  Share Celebrate Reward 
Nominations are now open for the 2013 SA Public Teaching Awards.  Don’t miss your chance to nominate an 
outstanding educational professional of the South Australian public education system.  The SA Public Teaching 
Awards aim to recognise and reward dedicated teachers, education leaders and support staff who have made an 
inspirational contribution to young South Australians. 
To nominate a member of our school go to: www.decd.sa.gov.au/teachingawards.  Alternatively like us on 
facebook and follow the progress of the Awards: www.facebook.com/SATeachingAwards.  Nominations close 
5pm Monday 13 May 2013.  For further information contact Virginia Barter on 08 8226 3079 or email 
virginia.barter@sa.gov.au 

From Josie -   
‘Don’t  give up speaking life because you’re afraid 

that it sounds stupid’ 
Bev Murrill 



 

 

Swimming Lessons 
For the past four weeks all classes have been participating in swimming lessons 
at the Mount Gambier Aquatic Centre in mostly sunny weather.   While having 
fun, the children are learning important skills and information about water safety 
and staying healthy, an important part of our Health and P. E. Curriculum. 
 
Swimming is something that saves your life if you are out deep in the ocean or 
the water.  I like swimming!  Kynan S 
 
 
 

 
I learnt that you have to have permission to jump in the pool 
and you must always have a grown up watching you. Kyah M 
 
 
 
 
Harmony Day;  ‘Many Stories - One Australia’ 
What a wonderful week of activities were had last week with the highlight being a very harmonious assembly.  The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the dancing and singing of multicultural inspired tunes and the entertainment provided 
by several classes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Classes joined together, some of them buddy classes, to work harmoniously on various projects including posters for 
the special day.  Soccer, the international game brought together all ages for lunch play on Tuesday while the 
borrowed giant games from Mount Gambier OSHC were a treat organised by Student Leaders for Fridays lunch play.  
Thanks OSHC! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Harmony is great.  It brings peace and love to all.  We love Harmony. 
              Lilie, Jasmine, Zari 
Harmony day rules!!!  In assembly we danced.  The dance was great fun.   



 
Blue Light Disco 
Celebrate National Youth Week 2013 with this free event 
for 10 years and over at the Port MacDonnell Community 
Complex, Friday 12th April from 6:30pm to 9:00pm.  Many 

prizes, competitions, give-a-ways and more.  This is a drug and alcohol free event with lock-in conditions.  No 
pass outs.  For more information contact judy.goodman@dcgrant.sa.gov.au 
 
Double Helix Science Club 
We Will Rock You  -  Be a geologist for an evening and help identify some  
common and exotic rocks.  Thursday 28th March at 6.45pm  in the Tenison Woods 
College Science lab.  For ages 5 years and above, cost is $1 for members, $3 for 
non-members, $5 for a family.  Parents are welcome free.  To book your place, 
phone 87 25 54 55 or email courv@tenison.catholic.edu.au 
 
School Holiday Netball Clinics 
Have fun while learning new netball skills, drills and techniques!  Registrations are open now for  -  
‘NetSetGO’  
Monday 15th April from 9:00 - 11:00am for 5 - 7 years / $42.00 each.   
Monday 15th April from 2:00 - 5:00pm for 8 - 10 years / $52.00 each.  
‘NetballSkills’  
Tuesday 16th April from 10:00 - 3:00pm for 11 - 16 years / $72.00 each.  
Book now by contacting 08 8238 0500 or www.netballsa.asn.au  Registrations close 10th April 2013. 

 
Youth Week 
Celebrate Youth Week with ‘Loud In The Library’, Creative Doodling/Manga Drawing’, 
Photography and Moviemaking Workshops, Hip-Hop Lessons and Scavenger Hunts.  
Showcase your handiwork in a Short Film Festival or your talents in a Singstar Show.  
Youth Week commences Saturday 6th April to Friday 19th April.  For more information or 
to make a booking contact Terasa@TheMountGambierLibrary or phone Terasa on 
8721 2540.  Hurry, as all sessions will fill quickly with limited availability. 
 

Play An Orchestral Instrument? 
A new initiative for the region, the Limestone Coast Symphony Orchestra is looking to enlist  
interested players of orchestral instruments for regular rehearsals commencing Tuesday 29th April 
from 7:00 to 9:30pm at the Mt Gambier City Band Hall, corner of Pick Avenue and Lake Terrace 
East.  The 10 weekly rehearsals will culminate in a Gala Concert at the Sir Robert Helpmann  
Theatre on Sunday 30th June at 2:00pm.  To register your interest email - 
limestonecst.symphony@gmail.com or phone 0409 180 950. 
 

South Gambier Junior Football Club 
South Gambier Junior Footy has commenced its pre-season training for Under 12 Q, B and Cs and 
Under 14s on Wednesday and Friday nights from 5:00pm for U/12s and 5:30pm for U/14s at Blue 
Lake Sports park.  All new and existing players are invited to join in.  For inquiries contact Darren 
Sims on 0407 754 656. 

 
Family Fun Day 
The annual Family Fun Day at Frew Park is on again Sunday 7th April from 11:00am to 
3:30pm.  Open to the public, this free event will host many activities including Ferris 
Wheel, Double Slide and Bouncy Castle, Dodgem Cars, Go Karts, Bungee Trampoline, Rock 
Climbing Wall, Silent Disco, Inflatable Castle, Pony Rides, Horizontal Bungee Pull, Merry Go 
Round Wind Tunnel and live entertainment including Friends of Native Wild Live. 

 
Pioneers Breast Cancer Fundraiser 
Wear PINK and come and support the Mt Gambier Pioneers when they play  
Canberra on Friday 12th April at The Ice House.  100% funds raised will be donated 
to the Mount Gambier Breast Cancer Ward.  Tip off 8:00pm. 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  


